Introduction
For the majority of First World War front line soldiers, the war was understood and experienced at the level of their regiment and below-their battalion, their company and their platoon. They only encountered the division level of army organization sporadically, and rarely interacted with the levels of command above this. An investigation of regiments and their components thus throws light on soldiers as well as on their offi cers at the level at which they participated jointly in the war. This focus on regiments allows us to resolve one of the most persistent problems in the historiography of the First World War. For years, the historiography has been starkly divided between an older, traditional military history 'from above' which focused on offi cers and a more recent history of the war 'from below' that emphasized the experiences of the soldiers. New scholarship has tended to concentrate almost entirely on the soldiers' perspective and largely ignored that of the offi cers, as the idea of writing history 'from above' became discredited, resulting in a defi cit of research on offi cers. A new study of offi cers that is not confi ned to the historiography of the general staffs is long overdue-one that examines offi cers' experiences in a similar way to those of ordinary soldiers, using the new methods that have been developed within cultural history-in the interests of an integrated military history. 1 * I would like to thank Benjamin Ziemann and Dennis E. Showalter for their inspiration. This paper is based on my PhD thesis 'Offi ziers-und Regimentskulturen in Deutschland und Frankreich von 1870 bis in die 1920er Jahre' which is being carried out as part of the Sonderforschungsbereich 437 'Kriegserfahrungen' at the University of Tübingen. My study focuses upon the regiments of the garrisons of Frankfurt (Oder) and Orléans. They were part of the German 5th Infantry Division and the French
